
 

 

GONE TO POT – Birds Seen or Heard Near Water Pots in Redwood Park, 

2019. 

Text and Photos by Al Young 

In 2018 I wrote an article for the Toowoomba Bird Observers Club (TBO) newsletter about 

the birds seen drinking in the few remaining pools of water in Gatton Creek, Redwood Park, 

Toowoomba. This is somewhat of a sequel but with observations at several earthenware 

pots containing water placed in the picnic area on the eastern side of Redwood Park. As the 

drought intensified all the remaining small waterholes in Gatton Creek that I could reach 

have dried up. So, these water pots provided a unique opportunity to record and 

photograph birds as they came into drink and ‘skinny dip’. Thanks to Hugh Krenske and the 

team from the Friends of the Escarpment Parks (FEP) for providing the pots and regular top-

ups. The habitat was on the edge of the dry rainforest bordering on the open forest 

dominated by Eucalyptus species. 

 The main aim of these ‘stake outs’ was to photograph birds seen in the area but other 

information was also noted – species seen or heard in the area, frequency of occurrence (as 

a %) and a crude estimate of abundance of each species of honeyeaters, silvereyes and 

finches (Red-browed & Double-barred). 

Between August 15th and December 13th, 2019 I observed these water pots on 

32 occasions, totalling 44.5 hours and recorded the birds seen or heard on 

each occasion in the vicinity of the water pots. The observation times varied 

from 20 to 120 minutes.  All observations were in the morning between 7:30 

and 11:00 am, except for one occasion in the afternoon.  

Table 1. A Summary of the Sampling Effort at Water Pots in Redwood Park, 2019. 

Month 
Number of 

Visits 
Hours  

August 4 5 
September 9 12.9 
October 4 5.3 
November 10 14.5 
December 5 6.8 
Total 32 44.5 

 

I also attempted to count the number of each species seen near the pots. Once the numbers 

for each species reached more than 20, I just recorded the tally as 20 plus. (Ran out of 

fingers and toes!). Of course they was no way of knowing if some individuals came to drink 

more than once because all Yellow-faced Honeyeaters look the same to me.  Also, 

observation time periods were not standardised so the tallies are just a gross estimate of 

abundance but might provide some estimate of relative abundance of each species or 

maybe which species needs to drink more often or a combination of both. 



 

 

Table 2. Summary of birds seen (s), heard (h) or not recorded (0) at water pots in 

Redwood Park, Toowoomba. Results from August 15th to December 13th, 2019. The 

number of observation periods each month are shown in brackets.  

Species Aug(4) Sept(9) Oct(4) Nov(10) Dec(5) 

Pacific Baza 0 0 0 0 s(1) 

Australian Brush-turkey 0 0 0 s(1) 0 

Brown Cuckoo-Dove 0 s 0 s 0 

Pacific Emerald- Dove 0 0 0 s(1) 0 

Peaceful Dove h s s s 0 

Bar-shouldered Dove 0 h 0 s 0 

Channel-billed Cuckoo 0 0 0 h 0 

Shining Bronze Cuckoo 0 s 0 s 0 

Laughing Kookaburra h h h 0 0 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 0 s 0 h 0 

Rainbow Lorikeet 0 h 0 0 0 

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet 0 h 0 0 0 

Regent Bowerbird s s s s s 

White-throated Treecreeper h h s(1) h s(1) 

Scarlet Honeyeater s s 0 0 0 

Eastern Spinebill s(1) 0 0 0 0 

Brown Honeyeater s s s s 0 

Noisy Friarbird 0 h 0 h h 

Brown-headed Honeyeater s s s s 0 

White throated Honeyeater s s s s s 

White-naped Honeyeater s s s s s 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater s s s s s 

Fuscous Honeyeater 0 s s 0 0 

Lewin's Honeyeater s s s s s 

Spotted Pardalote s s s s s 

Striated Pardalote h s s s h 

Speckled Warbler 0 s s s 0 

White-browed Scrubwren s s s s 0 

Large-billed Scrubwren 0 0 0 s(1) 0 

Species 
Aug(4) Sept(9) Oct(4) Nov(10) Dec(5) 

White -throated Gerygone h h h h h 

Brown Thornbill 0 s s s s 

Eastern Whipbird h h h h h 

Pied Currawong 0 h h h 0 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 0 h 0 s h 

Australian Golden Whistler s h s h 0 

Rufous Whistler s s s s s 

Grey Shrike-thrush s s h h h 

Australasian Figbird 0 s 0 0 h 

Olive-backed Oriole s 0 h s 0 



 

 

Spangled Drongo 0 0 0 s 0 

Willie Wagtail 0 s(1) 0 0 0 

Grey Fantail s s s s s 

Rufous Fantail s s s s s 

Spectacled Monarch 0 s s s 0 

Black-faced Monarch 0 0 0 S(2) 0 

Leaden Flycatcher 0 s s s s 

Restless Flycatcher 0 0 0 s 0 

Torresian Crow h s(1) h h h 

Eastern Yellow Robin s s s s s 

Red-capped Robin 0 s(1) 0 0 0 

Silvereye 0 s s s s 

Red-browed Finch s s s s s 

Double-barred Finch s s s s s 

 

During this four month period I recorded 53 species of bird and one species of monitor 

lizard, Lace Monitor (Varanus varius). 

Some species were only seen once – Pacific Baza, Australian Brush-turkey, Pacific Emerald- 

Dove, Eastern Spinebill, Large-billed Scrubwren, Willie Wagtail, Red-capped Robin ( female), 

and Torresian Crow, although the latter species was heard on all occasions.  

On many occasions five or six different species were seen drinking from the same pot. For 

example: White naped, White-throated and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Eastern Yellow 

Robin, Red-browed and Double-barred Finches. Very little aggressive behaviour, even 

among honeyeaters was seen. Even Lewin’s Honeyeaters tolerated each other with 3 or 4 

birds sharing the same pot. Larger species, such as Regent Bowerbird, Grey Shrike-thrush 

and doves had ‘right-of-way’ and sent any smaller birds on their way if they wanted to drink 

at the same pot. 

Raptors: 

The only raptor recorded was a Pacific Baza seen flying and calling overhead on December 

13th. 

Doves: 

Four species of doves (Table 1) were seen and they were all very wary of my presence and 

took a long time to approach the pots. Generally the slightest movement on my part sent 

them fleeing. Peaceful Doves and Brown Cuckoo-Doves were slightly more tolerant of my 

presence. A Pacific Emerald- Dove was only seen briefly but it was a real treat. 

Cuckoos: 

 Shining Bronze Cuckoos were seen in September (one adult) and November (3 adults & 1 

juvenile). Although nine species of Cuckoos have been recorded in Redwood Park 

(McConnell, 1996) only the Shining Bronze and Channel-billed Cuckoos were recorded 

during this study. A single Channel-billed Cuckoo was heard in late October. 



 

 

Cockatoos, Lorikeets, Parrots, etc. 

Cockatoos, Lorikeets, Parrots (Australian King-Parrot) and Rosellas were very scarce 

presumably due to the lack of blossom caused by the prolonged drought. Sulphur-crested 

Cockatoos were heard and seen flying overhead on several occasions but Rainbow and 

Scaly-breasted Lorikeets were only heard once. No parrot or rosellas were recorded. 

Bowerbirds: 

Regent Bowerbirds, both adult males and females were regular visitors to the water pots. 

Only one immature bird, a male was seen. The Satin Bowerbird which is an uncommon 

resident was not recorded. 

Honeyeaters: 

Honeyeaters were the most abundant in terms of species diversity (10 species) and number 

of individuals. All three species of ‘White-naped’ Honeyeaters (Melithreptus species) 

recorded in the Park were seen. Included in this group (In order of increasing abundance) 

were: Brown-headed, White-throated and White-naped Honeyeaters. Of the non-

Melithreptus group, Lewin’s and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters were generally the most 

numerous honeyeaters on most occasions. They often formed a ‘vanguard’ prior to other 

species arriving.  

Other honeyeaters that are generally considered rare or uncommon (or under-reported?) in 

Redwood Park were:  Eastern Spinebill (1), Brown Honeyeater (27 individuals on 17 

occasions and Fuscous Honeyeater (5 birds in late September and early to mid- October). 

Scarlet Honeyeaters were only recorded in August and September (late winter-early spring).  

They appeared in moderate numbers of between 5 and 15 birds from late August to mid-

September but were then absent for the rest of the year. I seem to recall in previous years 

Scarlet Honeyeaters could be seen or more often heard calling during the summer months. 

Maybe due to the severe drought they have moved on but to where?  

Fig. 1. Frequency of Occurrence (f%-horizontal bars) of Honeyeaters at Water Pots in Redwood 

Park, Toowoomba 2019. Data from August 15th to December 13th. Total observation periods = 32 

or 44.5 hours. 

Species f(%)      
 

Lewin's 
 

100      

Yellow-faced 91      

White-naped 87      

White-throated 66      

Brown 53      

Brown-headed 41      

Scarlet 19      

Fuscous 12      

Eastern Spinebill 3      
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Fig. 1 (Above) shows that the three most frequent visitors to the pots were Lewin’s, Yellow- 

faced and White-naped Honeyeaters. The same three species were also the most frequent 

honeyeaters seen drinking at the waterholes in Gatton Creek in 2018 (12th August – 23rd 

September). Scarlet Honeyeaters were more prevalent (f = 100%) and Fuscous Honeyeaters 

were absent in 2018. 

 

Fig. 2 Estimated Number of Honeyeaters Seen at the Water pots in 2019 (Results for all 

months combined). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2 (Above) shows the three most abundant species of honeyeaters were Yellow-faced, 

White-naped and Lewin’s. It’s impossible to know whether these figures represent actual 

relative abundance or a combination of abundance and water requirements of each species 

based upon diet, size and water conservation strategies.  

Anyway enough about honeyeaters so let’s look at some other birds seen. 

 

 

Pardalotes: 

Spotted and Striated Pardalotes were both recorded with Spotted seen more often than 

Striated. A total of 68 Spotted were recorded compared to 8 Striated. Also, Spotted seem to 

be breeding with 12 juveniles seen in November and December.  
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Spectacled Warbler, White-browed Scrubwren, Large-billed Scrubwren, White-throated 

Gerygone & Brown Thornbill: 

Six Spectacled Warblers were recorded but none were observed drinking at the pots. Fifteen 

White-browed Scrubwrens were seen but most didn’t stop to drink or dip. White-throated 

Gerygones were heard calling in the area 78% of occasions but none were seen near the 

pots. Twenty One Brown Thornbills were seen drinking or near the pots. Only one Large-

billed Scrubwren was recorded. 

Monarchs and Flycatchers: 

Three species of monarch have been record in Redwood Park (McConnell, 1996) but only 

the Spectacled (6 birds) and the Black-faced (2 birds) were recorded. The rather rare and/or 

elusive White-eared Monarch was not heard or seen. 

Leaden Flycatchers were recorded on 10 occasions with 3 females and 7 males seen. Only 

one male Restless Flycatcher was recorded. 

 

Silvereyes and Finches: 

Silvereyes were abundant in August and September but their numbers decreased towards 

the end of the year, presumably due to the return of northward migrants to southern areas 

as summer approached. Red-browed and Double-barred Finches were always present with 

highest numbers occurring in November. 

 

Fig. 3. Estimated Number of Silvereyes, Red-browed and Double-barred Finches seen at 

the Water Pots for each Month (Results for all months combined). 
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 Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec   

Silvereye 60 155 25 32 8   

Red-browed Finch 4 13 6 70 14   

Bouble-barred Finch 8 14 6 35 9   
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The following species were heard on at least 50% of occasions but never seen near the pots: 

Laughing Kookaburra, Noisy Friarbird, White-throated Gerygone, Eastern Whipbird and Pied 

Currawong. 

So, in summary the next time you are birding in Redwood Park look out for the following 

species which are either rare and/or under-reported: Powerful Owl, White-throated, 

Brown-headed, Brown and Fuscous Honeyeaters, Black-breasted Button-quail, White-

eared Monarch to name a few. 
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