
YOUR SAY

Save Redwood

 

 
IS ANYONE else feeling the heartbreak and guilt that in 200 years this land went from being an
oasis for animals to a land choked up with poison, rubbish and invasive weeds? The area that is
now Toowoomba has been covered in roads and concrete, most ancient trees have been cut
down, the water courses have all been changed. 
 
I used to see blue tongue lizards in my backyard when I grew up here. 
 
They’ve disappeared. I used to see willy wagtails, but the loss of small native shrubs has moved
them on. Imagine the animals that were here before my time that are gone. 
 
On top of all the stressors that our animals are facing, they could also lose their beautiful
habitat of Redwood Park to a small group of mountain bikers – mountain bikers who have not
displayed much care for the mountain bike park that they already have at Jubilee Park. 
 
Jubilee Park is severely degraded – the tracks are eroding and it’s full of privet trees and other
invasive weeds that are taking over. These weeds will push animals out of the area, because our
native animals rely on particular plants for food and shelter. 
 
The mountain bikers have the workforce to clean up Jubilee Park to its pristine state – but they
choose not to. Instead, some mountain bikers spend their time destroying more forest while
making illegal tracks. 
 
Now some of the elites in town are pushing for Redwood Park to be developed into a mega
mountain bike park to try to make money from it – even though Redwood is already enjoyed by
people who bushwalk, animal watch (lots of guardians bring their young children here to
explore the forest; calming on the nervous system), and by others who clean up the weeds that
have travelled over the escarpment into this area. 
 
Redwood Park was protected as early as 1910 as a bird sanctuary. 
 
We’re so fortunate that it still exists and hasn’t fallen to the ruthlessness of land development.
But if we don’t speak up now and the council approves the mega mountain bike park, we won’t
just lose the trees to carve out the tracks, we’ll lose trees to spectator areas, emergency access
for accidents, and parking. 
 
Should we be using money-making as an excuse to destroy previously protected animal habitat?
Are we here on this planet just to view everything through a business lens and accumulate
dollars in the bank? Or are there more meaningful ways to live that we haven’t yet explored?
Land development is happening all over the country, all over the world. 
 
Decisions to destroy animal habitat in order to make money are being made every day. Since the
mega mountain bike park in Redwood Park was proposed, koalas have been added to the
growing list of endangered animals. 
 
Koalas live in Redwood Park – should we be (extra) protecting this habitat now? Or is that
endangered list just an inconvenience that developers have to find a way around? The forests
surrounding Toowoomba that we’re fortunate to have left are being taken over by invasive
weeds that spread from city gardens – because most of us were taught business and algebra in
school instead of how to look after the ecosystem that sustains our very life. Most residents
don’t know which weeds are escaping from their yards and troubling our native animals, let
alone which plant the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly relies on to feed her larvae. 
 
When there is talk of cutting down more trees, think of the millions that have already been
cleared from this area, and the animals along with it. 



 
We’re so lucky to have Redwood Park at our doorstep – a place we can go to marvel at nature,
where the animals can be free of human destruction. 
 
If the mega mountain bike park goes ahead, instead of being able to enjoy a stroll through
Redwood Park, you’ll be dodging mountain bikes and paying for the upkeep of mountain bike
tracks through your taxes. 
 
Be wary of people who use making-money as an excuse to devastate animal habitat. That
mentality is what has got us into this climate catastrophe, and it’s not the mentality that will
get us out of it. I hope one day the heartbreak and guilt of destroying this land is replaced with
respect and regeneration of this land. 
 
PS. To the mountain bikers out there: When you’re riding down that lovely mountain, do you
ever think of what you can give back? Or are you only thinking of what you get out of it? I’m not
saying there’s no place for mountain biking (I have a dear friend who does it). I’m saying prove
yourself worthy of a taxpayer-funded expansion of your biking area by first cleaning up the area
you already have use of. Regenerate Jubilee Park. 
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